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Response to Arguments 

1 . This communication is in response to applicants' response received on March 
18, 2005. 

2. The amendments of claims 1 , 6 and 7 are acknowledged. It is also 
acknowledged that the amendments of these claims do not introduce any new matter. 

3. Applicants' arguments have been fully considered but are moot in view of the 
new ground of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 3 and 4 recites the limitation "...said message comprises..." in line 2. 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. Appropriate 
correction is required. 

Claim 6, in line 4 recites "...using an a RADIUS..." The word "an" is extra. 
Appropriate correction is required. 



Application/Control Number: 09/427,819 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2132 

Claim 7, in line 6 recites "...as a as a RADIUS..." one of the phrases "as a" is 
extra. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1 ), (2), and (4) of section 371 (c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

Claims 1, 3-7 and 9-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Hrastar et al (6,272,150 B1) (hereinafter Hrastar). 



Referring to claim 1, Hrastar discloses: 
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Broadcast network comprising an information server coupled to an Internet 
protocol gateway. See, for example, col. 3, lines 22-29; col. 6, line 65-col. 7, line 27. 

A plurality of subscriber terminals coupled to the Internet protocol gateway, the 
subscriber terminals for receiving broadcast signals from the information server. See, 
for example, Fig. 1; col. 8, lines 5-16; col. 8, lines 28-67. 

A return channel for transmitting information from a subscriber terminal to a 
head-end. See, for example, col. 3, lines 22-29; col. 7, lines 16-27. 

Authentication means coupled to an internet protocol gateway, the authentication 
means for authorizing the access of the subscriber terminal to interactive services. See, 
for example, col. 9, lines 25-34. 

Wherein the subscriber terminal includes an access means for logging onto an 
authorization server using the internet protocol gateway to enable a request of one or 
more of a plurality of services, the authorization server configured as a RADIUS 
protocol server and to check the entitlement of the subscriber to the one or more of a 
plurality of services to be provided by the information server, and the authorization 
server is configured to enable the subscriber to access said one or more plurality of 
services. See, for example, col. 9, lines 21-49 and col. 16, lines 37-61. 

Referring to claim 3, Hrastar discloses: 

Broadcast network according to claim 1, wherein said message comprises 
information about at least one source IP address from which IP packets are passed to 
the subscriber station. See, for example, column 4, lines 55-65. 
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Referring to claim 4, Hrastar discloses: 

Broadcast network according to claim 1 , wherein said services are transmitted 
using IP packets, and in that said message comprises information about at least one 
destination IP address to which IP packets from the subscriber station are passed. See, 
for example, column 4, line 53-col. 5, line 107 and col. 6, line 64-col. 7, line 4. 

Referring to claim 5, Hrastar discloses: 

Subscriber station for receiving broadcast signals. See, for example, col. 6, line 
64-col. 7, line 4. 

Said subscriber stations being arranged for transmitting information via a return 
channel to a head-end. See, for example, col. 3, lines 22-29, col. 7, lines 16-27 and col. 
9, lines 10-14. 

Wherein the subscriber terminal comprises authorization transmitting means for 
transmitting authorization request messages to an authorization server. See, for 
example, col. 7, lines 16-27 and col. 9, lines 21-25. 

The subscriber further being arranged for receiving authorization messages from 
the authorization server. See, for example, column 9, lines 25-30. 

And in that the subscriber station is arranged for requesting services from the 
head-end after receiving a positive authorization message. See, for example, column 8, 
lines 11-16 and column 9, lines 25-30. 



Referring to claim 6, Hrasta discloses: 
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A gateway for passing, information from an information server to at least one 
subscriber terminal. See, for example, column 8, lines 11-16 and column 8 t lines 62-67. 

Wherein the gateway is arranged for enabling a subscriber terminal access to an 
authorization server using a RADIUS protocol network, to request one or more of a 
plurality of services and in that the gateway is arranged for enabling the subscriber to 
access the one or more of a plurality of services in response to an authorization 
message received from the authorization server. See, for example, column 9, lines 20- 
30. 

Referring to claim 7, Hrasta discloses: 

A method comprising transmitting broadcast signals to at least one subscriber 
station and transmitting information from the subscriber terminal to a head-end. See, for 
example, col. 3, lines 22-29, col. 7, lines 16-27 and col. 9, lines 10-14. 

Method further comprises authorizing the access of the subscriber terminal to 
available services. See, for example, column 9, lines 25-47. 

Wherein the method comprises a subscriber terminal accessing an authorization 
server, configured as a RADIUS protocol server, to request one or more of a plurality of 
services, checking the entitlement of the subscriber terminal to the one or more of a 
plurality of services to be provided and in that the method comprises enabling the 
subscriber to access said services if the subscriber terminal is entitled, wherein the 
method comprises transmitting information to the subscriber terminals via an internet 
protocol gateway, and in that the method comprises enabling the subscriber to access 
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said one or more of the plurality of services by transmitting a message to the gateway to 
grant said subscriber access to said services See, for example, column 8, lines 11-16, 
column 8, lines 62-67, col. 9, lines 21-49 and col. 16, lines 37-61. 

Referring to claim 9, Pinder discloses: 

Method according to claim 7, wherein said message comprises information about 
at least one source IP address from which IP packets are passed to the subscriber 
station. See, for example, col. 4, lines 55-65. 

Referring to claim 10, Pinder discloses: 

Method according to claim 9, wherein said services are transmitted using IP 
packets, and in that said message comprises information about at least one destination 
IP address to which IP packets from the subscriber station are passed. See, for 
example, col. 4, line 53-col. 5, line 107 and col. 6, line 64-col. 7, line 4. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Abdulhakim Nobahar whose telephone number is 571- 
272-3808. The examiner can normally be reached on M-T 8-6. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gilberto Barron can be reached on 571-272-3799. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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